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CORONAVIRUS — NATIONAL COVID-19 COORDINATION COMMISSION — 
FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY 

Statement 
HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.25 pm]: I rise tonight to speak on some concerns that have been 
raised in the community directly with me and across the country about the federal government’s National COVID-19 
Coordination Commission and some of the characters appointed to it to supposedly steer us through to the other 
side of this pandemic. Some would say it is no coincidence that many of the members of the commission have ties 
to the fossil fuel industry, and what they plan to do pretty much mirrors the industry’s philosophy. Even as early 
as this morning, there was a leaked document titled “NCCC Manufacturing Taskforce — A Modern Industrial 
Policy”. This document outlines many of the points the commission has raised about the way it thinks the country 
should go in recovering from the pandemic. Quite a few members of the commission have relationships with the 
fossil fuel industry, and I would like to highlight a few of them and point to their backgrounds to put things in 
perspective. The chair of the commission is Neville Power, who is the former managing director of Fortescue Metals 
Group, and many people in this state know FMG. He is the current deputy chairman of Strike Energy. We also have 
Catherine Tanna, who is the head of Energy Australia, and Energy Australia just happens to be the second biggest 
polluter in Australia. There is James Fazzino, who is coined a gas kingmaker, and he is on board of the APA Group, 
which operates Australia’s biggest gas pipeline network. We also have a character called Andrew Liveris, who is 
a former adviser to Donald Trump. He has made a claim that gas can be the silver bullet when it comes to reducing 
carbon emissions. 
A lot of people would say that we need this recovery and we need industry supported throughout this pandemic so 
that it can provide thousands upon thousands of jobs, but we need to put things in perspective. We are paying the 
chair of this commission $500 000 a year—half a million dollars a year of taxpayers’ money—to, surprise, surprise, 
say that on the other side of the pandemic, it will support the gas industry. We do not need to be a rocket scientist 
to put two and two together to see exactly what it wants—and that is to support a dying industry that is literally 
going to burn up the planet. 
I was looking at a couple of articles recently looking into some of the asks of the fossil fuel industry and what 
exactly it wants. One was on the Michael West Media website. He is an investigative journalist; I recommend that 
everyone looks at his website. The author of the article raised a few points. The article highlights that the fossil 
fuel industry wants tax cuts and other financial concessions; the slashing of environmental or other corporate 
regulation; the fast-tracking of project approvals; a delay or rollback of climate and renewables policies; and attacks 
on charities and the right to protest, which we saw recently with attacks on organisations such as Market Forces 
that push for divestment in fossil fuels. We have also seen the undermining of local communities and workers’ 
rights. There are a few key dates on this wish list, which I have here, and I can table it if anyone wants it.  
On 10 March, the Institute of Public Affairs, which it comes as no surprise supports the federal Liberal Party, 
demanded that the community be stripped of the right to challenge in the courts mining projects that damage 
the environment by repealing section 487 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. 
Aston Resources has also sought a change in the approval conditions for Maules Creek to give it another year to 
find biodiversity offsets, which it has failed to find for the last five years. On 24 March, the Minerals Council of 
Australia and the Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association demanded that mining be listed 
as an essential service to allow operations and fly in, fly out work to continue, even in high-risk places such as the 
Northern Territory, which has been closed to other outsiders. That flies in the face of a lot of health recommendations. 
The list goes on. On 28 April, the Minerals Council of Australia demanded that federal and environmental laws 
that protect nature and threatened species be slashed so that mining project assessments could be accelerated. On 
28 April, the federal Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction demanded that investment be redirected from 
renewable energy to carbon capture and storage through a new technology investment road map, despite hundreds 
of millions of dollars of investment over several decades proving that carbon capture and storage is unfeasible. 
The Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association has also requested the use of $300 million of 
public funds to invest in gas to hydrogen conversion, which would rely on untested carbon capture and storage, or 
controversial market offsets. It is no surprise that the federal Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction has 
already outlined that $300 million of the clean energy fund might be allocated to support such measures, but that 
would be totally deplorable. 
The whole attitude of the federal government to support this commission has pretty much put aside the issue of 
climate change. It will not listen to experts. It will listen to experts on the COVID issue, but not on the issue of climate 
change. Despite what the community expected, not only are taxpayers going to pay for these people—some of the 
feedback I have had from some people in the community is that they view them as rent seekers, and I pretty much 
agree with them—but also we will see more fires, more drought and more destruction. We will see more fact described 
as fiction and more fiction described as fact in the way the government outlines gas as something that will help us 
transition towards a low carbon economy in the future. It pretty much indicates that the federal government has 
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failed the community when it comes to looking to the other side of this pandemic and what we will do. We know 
that climate change will not go away. We will see more pandemics and more bushfires, such as those of last 
December. The response from the federal government has been pretty woeful on the issue of supporting people 
who were directly impacted by the fires. Its approach has also been pretty woeful in outlining how it will address 
or mitigate a lot of the effects of climate change in the future. We have seen it with the droughts; we have seen our 
farmers being smashed in recent years. Instead, we see continued support for an industry that is accelerating the 
issue. We cannot keep burning fossil fuels—that is the crux of it. 
When a failure of an energy minister such as Angus Taylor says that technology is the answer and proposes to 
divert money, which is supposed to be put into clean energy technologies and into supporting communities to make 
sure there will be jobs in future industries, into industries that are pretty much on the way out and will not survive 
this pandemic, it is absolutely diabolical. How do we get to a point at which taxpayers’ money will go into industries 
that will negatively impact the health of our community and our environment for the sake of propping up the 
federal government’s mates? It is absolutely indefensible. We are now near the back end of this pandemic, and it 
is important that we do the right thing by the community to ensure that it is protected during this transition period. 
If the government is not working in the interests of the community, the oil and gas industry definitely will not. All 
it wants is to make profits. That is its goal—to make money out of this thing. I know that the state government has 
a role to play in this recovery. I would like more direction and comments from the Premier on this commission, so 
that we really push it in the direction in which it should be going—that is, to put money back into the renewable 
energy industry and mitigating climate risks. I look forward to the Premier’s response. 
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